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PICK-UP LOCATION 

       Three days until the start of the FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup, 
scheduled in Dubai from February 15th to 25th: among the 16 contenders, 
Italy is also present, returning to the World Cup after missing the 2021 
tournament.  
Placed in Group A, they will face the United States in the tournament’s 
opening match on Thursday, February 15th (12:30 pm live on RaiSport), then 
Egypt (on the 17th at the same time, live on RaiPlay), and on the 19th, the third 
group match against the host United Arab Emirates (4:30 pm, RaiSport).  
THE ITALIAN NATIONAL TEAM. Led by coach Emiliano Del Duca, reached 
the United Arab Emirates recently, after initial preparations at the CPO in 
Tirrenia and a second phase in Muscat, Oman, where they played friendly 
matches against Saudi Arabia (5-3 win) and Oman (two losses, 4-5 and 2-3). 
These matches were decisive for the final squad selection, with Del Duca 
announcing the 12-player list for the World Cup on February 4th, aiming for a 
mix of experience (including Carpita, Gentilin, and Zurlo, veterans from the 
2019 second-place finish) and youth (such as Bertacca and Fazzini born in 
2001), leaving out Paterniti, Shalabi, Sassari, and Percia Montani who 
returned to Italy recently. Among the squad is Fabio Sciacca, who 
participated in the 2009 FIFA U-20 World Cup in Egypt, having made his 
Serie A debut with Catania. The selected players, all amateurs, mostly come 
from Tuscan clubs (5 out of 12, with 3 from Viareggio being the most 
represented, 1 from San Miniato and Pietrasanta), mainly playing in the 
Promotion league. During the summer, they compete in the Serie A of beach 
soccer: 5 with Farmaè Viareggio, 2 with Catania BS, and Alsa Lab Napoli.  
After finalizing the squad, Italy had their last tests in Dubai last week against 
Colombia (lost 8-7 on penalties), Senegal (won 3-2), and Mexico (won 7-2). 
With preparations completed, Italy will have the honor of opening the World 
Cup against the United States on Thursday (February 15th, 12:30 pm); 
followed by matches against Egypt (February 17th, 12:30 pm) and host United 
Arab Emirates (February 19th, 4:30 pm).  
TV. All matches of the FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup will be broadcasted on 
the RaiSport channel and RaiPlay, with commentary by Lucio Michieli.  
FIFA BEACH SOCCER WORLD CUP. This edition in Dubai marks the 12th FIFA 
Beach Soccer World Cup, 11 years after the 2013 edition also held in the 
United Arab Emirates. Sixteen teams have qualified: Argentina, Belarus, 
Brazil, Colombia, Egypt, Iran, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Oman, Portugal, Senegal, 
Tahiti, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, and the USA. Brazil (5 titles), Russia 
(3), and Portugal (2) are the most successful teams in the competition and 
are also considered favorites this year.  
ITALY’S AWARDS. Italy’s Beach Soccer National Team was established in 
2004 and was the first team assembled by a Federation in the previously 
“unofficial” circuit. In these 20 years, Italy has achieved two second place 
finishes in the World Cup in 2008 (lost to Brazil) and 2019 (lost to Portugal), 
as well as two fourth-place finishes. In the Euroleague, which is the 
European championship promoted by the BeachSoccerWorldWide circuit 
(UEFA has not yet established an official tournament), Italy has won three 
times (in 2005, 2018, and 2023), with one second-place finish (2010) and 
three third-place finishes (2009, 2012, and 2017). 
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BEACH SOCCER WORLD CUP  
ITALY VS. USA IN THE OPENING 
MATCH IN DUBAI ON THURSDAY 
 
In the United Arab Emirates, the 12th edition of the 
FIFA World Cup begins: the Azzurri open the 
tournament (RaiSport 12:30).  
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MATCH SCHEDULE
FIFA BEACH SOCCER WORLD CUP UAE 2024 DUBAI™

UAE (UAE)
Egypt (EGY)
USA (USA)
Italy (ITA)

Group A

Spain (ESP)
IR Iran (IRN)
Tahiti (TAH)
Argentina (ARG)

Group B

Senegal (SEN)
Belarus (BLR)
Colombia (COL)
Japan (JPN)

Group C

Brazil (BRA)
Oman (OMA)
Portugal (POR)
Mexico (MEX)

Group D

 

GROUP A FIXTURES 

Races on RaiSport and RaiPlay 
 
Thursday, February 15  
12.30 p.m.: Italy – USA RaiSport 
Saturday, February 17  
12.30 pm: Italy – Egypt RaiPlay 
Monday, February 19  
4.30 pm: Italy – UAE RaiSport 
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Player Club Caps Goal 

GOALKEEPERS 

 Andrea CARPITA Viareggio 128 10 

 Leandro CASAPIERI  /  41 9 

DEFENDERS 

 Luca BERTACCA  Viareggio 36  15 

 Josip GENTILIN  / 75  31 

 Alessandro MICELI City of Luzzi 55  5 

LOCATIONS 

 Ovid ALLA Aurora Sabaudia 24  5 

 Tommaso FAZZINI Viareggio 40  10 

 Gianmarco GENOVALI Pietrasanta 36  11 

 Marco GIORDANI Montespaccato 53  32 

Alessandro REMEDI San Miniato Basso 40 19 

ATTACKERS 

 Fabio SCIACCA Olympus Rome 54 18 

 Emmanuele ZURLO Settingian Gavel 186 149 

NB:  Paterniti, Shalabi, Sassari, and Percia Montani, who took part in the retreat 
in Oman, did not return to the list of 12 selected for the World Cup. 

STAFF  
TECHNICIAN Emiliano DEL DUCA 

HEAD OF DELEGATION Ferdinando ARCOPINTO 

TECHNICAL 
Michele LEGHISSA and Simone FEUDI (Technical 
Assistants); Luca BOSSI (Athletic Trainer);  
Antonino NOSDEO (Goalkeeping Coach). 

DOCTORS / PHYSIO Alvise CLARIONI, Daniele DEL RE (Doctors) 
Fabio CALIENDO (Physio) 

CLUB ITALY Sabrina FILACCHIONE (Secretary), Fabio FERAPPI 

PRESS OFFICE Matteo SANTI (Media Officer BS NT) 

       Starting with 16 and reducing to the 12 officially listed for FIFA, 
the Azzurri approach the World Cup almost as if it were their first 
time. Only Andrea Carpita, Josep Gentilin, and Emmanuele Zurlo 
have previously played in the World Cup. The Viareggio goalkeeper 
and the Brazilian-born defender (both in 2019 in Paraguay), while 
the captain has been part of three expeditions (Portugal 2015, 
Bahamas 2017, and Paraguay 2019). The three veterans, who won 
silver in Asunción five years ago, will have to lead a new and very 
young group. All the other players, in fact, are making their debut 
in the competition, starting with the two stars of Del Duca, 
Leandro Casapieri, elected best goalkeeper of the last European 
Championship, and Marco Giordani, acclaimed by the public as the 
best player of the same competition after an extraordinary hat-
trick in the final in Alghero against Spain. 
THE YOUNGSTERS. It will also be a debut for the two Viareggio 
beach soccer jewels. Tommaso Fazzini, nicknamed “the prince”, 
born in 2001 with pure talent, is the older brother of Jacopo, 
already a U21 National Team player and Empoli footballer. Luca 
Bertacca, also born in 2001, is a defender with overwhelming 
physicality, elected best young beach soccer player in the world in 
November 2022, ready to compete with the big names in the 
discipline. Special mention to Fabio Sciacca, who has already 
played in a World Cup, but in 11-a-side football: in 2009, after 
making his Serie A debut with Catania under Zenga, Francesco 
Rocca took him to the U-20 World Cup in Egypt. 
THE STAFF. Some have even participated in 8 World Cups, like 
Delegation Head Ferdinando Arcopinto, who was also present in 
the last unofficial World Cup in 2004. It’s the third time in the 
dugout, the second as head coach (he was Massimo Agostini’s 
assistant in 2017) for coach Emiliano Del Duca, one of the most 
successful in the Serie A of beach soccer with Terracina (2003 - 
2016) and then co-opted into the Italian staff since 2018. He has 
two EBSL European titles and a World Cup runner-up title to his 
name. Then there are two old acquaintances of beach soccer 
serving as assistants: Simone Feudi and Michele Leghissa, who 
have played 5 World Cups each. 
 
 

THREE "VETERANS" OF 2ND PLACE 2019,  
BERTACCA AND FAZZINI THE YOUNGEST 
 
CARPITA, GENTILIN AND ZURLO WERE IN PARAGUAY. 
GIORDANI AND CASAPIERI, POSSIBLE PROTAGONISTS. 
SCIACCA WAS AT THE UNDER-20 WORLD CUP 
 

THE SQUAD / THE 12 AZZURRI  THE SQUAD / ITALY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIGC President Gravina:  
"Proud of you, a valuable group" 

 
FIGC President Gabriele Gravina wished the beach 
soccer national team good luck on January 18th, 
taking the opportunity to celebrate the victory at the 
2023 European Championship at the FIGC 
headquarters. “We are proud of you,” Gravina said to 
the team, “because the results you are achieving 
enhance a fundamental aspect of the football world, 
that of amateurs.” 
Coach Del Duca reiterated their maximum 
commitment: “In Dubai, we will carry the emotions 
experienced in Alghero, and we are all working 
together to be ready. We can compete to go all the 
way.” Captain Zurlo does not hide their ambitions: “I 
am sure we will do well, and we don’t hide: we want 
to win the World Cup, clearly without 
underestimating the competition and aware that 
most of us are making our debut in a World Cup. I am 
convinced that we will give our best because each of 
us wants to win this competition.” 
   

CELEBRATING THE 2023 EUROLEAGUE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WITH THE USA ONLY THE CHALLENGE OF 2004, 
NEGATIVE BALANCE WITH EGYPT AND THE UAE  

 
In terms of previous encounters, the Azzurri have played 6 
matches against the three group opponents. With the USA, the 
only confrontation dates back to 2004, the debut season of the 
Italian National Team in the discipline: in the Mundialito in 
Portimao, it ended 3-1. With Egypt, one victory, that in the Final 
at the 2016 Mediterranean Games in Pescara (5-1), and two 
defeats at the Intercontinental Cup in Dubai in 2019 (4-6 aet) and 
at the more recent Mediterranean Games 2023 in Heraklion, 
Greece (2-3). With the United Arab Emirates, finally, a loss (4-6 
aet) also at the Intercontinental Cup in Dubai in 2019. 
 

PREVIOUS ENCOUNTERS WITH GROUP OPPONENTS 
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CAPS: 128 GOAL: 10 

SERIE A BEACH SOCCER 2023: FARMAÈ VIAREGGIO 

Andrea CARPITA 

1 

CAPS: 41 GOAL: 9 

SERIE A BEACH SOCCER 2023: LENERGY PISA 
 

Leandro CASAPIERI 

Position: GOAL KEEPER 
Club:  
Date of birth: 31/03/1994 

12 

CAPS: 36 GOAL: 15 

SERIE A BEACH SOCCER 2023: FARMAÈ VIAREGGIO 
 

Luca BERTACCA 

Position: DEFENDER 
Club: VIAREGGIO 
Date of birth: 04/05/2001 
 

6 

CAPS: 75 GOAL: 31 

SERIE A BEACH SOCCER 2023:  
 

Josep Junior GENTILIN 

Position: DEFENDER 
Club:  
Date of birth: 19/04/2000 
 

5 

CAPS: 55 GOAL: 5 

SERIE A BEACH SOCCER 2023: SAMBENEDETTESE BS 
 

Alessandro MICELI 

Position: DEFENDER 
Club: CITTÀ DI LUZZI 
Date of birth: 03/11/1986 
 

3 

CAPS: 24 GOAL: 5 

SERIE A BEACH SOCCER 2023: ALSA LAB NAPOLI 
 

Ovidio ALLA 

Position: DEFENDER 
Club: AURORA SABAUDIA 
Date of birth: 28/10/1996 
 

2 

Position: GOALKEEPER 
Club: VIAREGGIO 
Date of birth: 27/05/1988 

CAPS: 40 GOAL: 10 

SERIE A BEACH SOCCER 2023: FARMAÈ VIAREGGIO 
 

Tommaso FAZZINI 

Position: WINGER 
Club: VIAREGGIO 
Date of birth: 18/05/2001 
 

8 

CAPS: 36 GOAL: 11 

SERIE A BEACH SOCCER 2023: FARMAÈ VIAREGGIO 
 

Gianmarco GENOVALI 

Position: WINGER 
Club: PIETRASANTA 
Date of birth: 25/03/1994 
 

4 




